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WILLIAM HOWITT'S REPLY. 



Mr. John Saunders, in direct defiance of the 
third clause of an Agreement of Dissolution of 
Partnership, entered into by the proprietors of the 
People's Journal before the umpire, and signed by 
our respective solicitors on our behalf, which says 
— "No person to publish any matters relating to 
the partnership," — in defiance of the earnest in- 
junction of the umpire, and of his own solicitor, 
having resolved to rush into print, has done it in 
such a flood of feeble nothings, that it might well 
be left to its own inanity, were it not that the 
world is apt to imagine that a thing that is not an- 
swered must have something in it, though it cannot 
find out what. There is something in John Saun- 
ders's statement, however, — though not a work of 
much imagination, it is still a work of much fic- 
tion. 

The connexion into which, nearly twelve months 
ago, I inadvertently fell, was a degrading and dan- 
gerous connexion ; it has brought with it many 
mortifications, and the fitting punishment for want 
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4 WILLIAM HOWITT's REPLY 

of caution. One of these mortifications, is the ne- 
cessity of having to enter into a degrading defence 
against a person, who, if he have one faculty, it is 
that of wily misrepresentation, and who, having 
occasioned me the loss of a large sum of money, 
would now gladly rob me of character. 

Still, I would ask, why, John Saunders, rush in- 
to print ? What can the public have to do with the 
partnership affairs of William Howitt and John 
Saunders? Pay me my good cash, John, that I 
simply* put into thy hands, and let me go, John. 
Thou hast given it out to many people, that the 
People's Journal has been long a lucrative project ; 
and so it has, to thee, John. Thou hast been in 
daily and weekly gain ; but I, unlucky dupe, have 
been in daily and weekly drain. It has been my 
business to pay, pay, pay, and never to receive. 
My money is gone — my time is spent — but my 
Laming is not most excellent. Pay me what thou 
owest, John, and then print whaX thou pleasest ; 
but thy lengthy lines will never line my purse as it 
was lined before I knew thee ; thy sovereign con- 
tempt of truth will prove no sovereign remedy for 
my grievance. I am choused out of my gold^ and 
thy brasSy John, is a very poor substitute for it. 
Pay what thou owest, and then say what thou 
pleasest. My purse yawns, and the public yawns 
over thy ap}:)eals. If thou art really desirous to 
prove thyself honest, the thing is very simple, 
pay me back my money. Dost thou not tell the 
public every week, that thy Journal "is mercantilely 
established, and perfectly safe," and art thou not 
" full of thankfulness and deep joy ; '' dost thou not 
affirm that its weekly circulation never was so great 
— then what honest plea hast thou, John Saunders, 
or John Slanders, for refusing to refund ? But thou 
dost refuse, and, therefore, how can I honestly call 
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TO MR. SATTNDERS'S APPEAL. 6 

thee honest, John ? Go to, thou art naught, John, 
— Go to, thou art not the man that Diogenes 
sought after with his lantern. 

Mr. Saunders stated in a circular, issued to the 
public, December 24th, that he had charges before 
an Arbitration, which affected Mr. Howitt's moral 
character and standing in society most seriously. 
Knowing that grounds for any such charge did not 
exist ; knowing that there is no hour of my exist- 
ence to which I do not solicit the strictest moral 
scrutiny ; knowing that for five-and-twenty years I 
have walked openly before the public with enemies 
enough, as any man, and especially any bold and 
independent man has, who rises above the crowd, 
to detect and publish a flaw, I calmly awaited those 
charges, but they never came. Have they come 
now, in this long-menaced, widely-advertised, and 
ridiculous Appeal ? On the contrary, like his state- 
ment to the Arbitrators, it confirms much that it is 
my business to prove, namely, that I was grievously 
dissatisfied with his editorship, and still more with 
his accounts, or rather, the want of them. The 
gist of Mr. Saunders's case is this, and it is most 
true, so far ; I was grievously dissatisfied with his 
not keeping accounts. The great and real ques- 
tion BETWEEN us WAS A QUESTION OF ACCOUNTS. I 
WAS RESOLVED TO HAVE THEM, JOHN SaUNDERS SEEM- 
ED AS RESOLVED NOT TO KEEP ANY. I Stand firm by 
my statement in my circular, which has been dis- 
tributed over the kingdom by hundreds of thou- 
sands, and is still in daily and most eager demand. 

It matters little, however, how 1 got into partner- 
ship with John Saunders, unfortunately 1 did so. 
That I had been for six years planning a work of 
the same kind, Mr. Saunders himself proves, by 
quoting a letter of mine, at p. 4 of his Appeal ; my 
reason for joining his journal being, that ^^ it was a 
1* 
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thing after my own heart, and accordant with views 
that 1 had been holding and maturing for these six 
years." This was my statement in my circular, 
and this statement Mr. Saunders thus most com- 
pletely confirms. So far, so good. But let it be 
recollected, that some time before I joined it, nay, 
before the thing was in existence, Mr. Saunders 
came to me to consult me on the projection of it. 
Had 1 obeyed my first impression when he entered 
my library, I had saved myself all future trouble 
with him ; for it struck me, that a man of << a more 
inauspicious and insalubrious aspect,'* I never set 
eyes on. But he came with an honored name, the 
name of a very dear friend as a passport ; and in 
that, and the ostensible object of his visit, the 
cause of the people, that premonition was gradu- 
ally forgotten. 

At that time the man had, so far as I could learn, 
not a single thing in preparation but the name — - 
People's Journal. Of the kind of thing, the size, 
price, illustration and all the essentials, there 
were examples before the public, in Chambers's 
and Sharpe's Journals. It required no originality to 
project a third ; and the only thing that his differed 
in from theirs was the title, which he was bound to 
have different. Besides this title, never was there 
a man so totally destitute of every means, of every 
necessary degree of education, of knowledge or 
connexion. Accustomed to snatch his way through 
the world along the most ordinary paths and by- 
ways of life, from the hawking of book numbers, 
and the boards of the country play-house, through 
various speculations which dropped away under his 
feet, and from which numbers of innocent people 
suffered, he did not seem to know a single person 
of literary eminence. To Mr. Fox, indeed, he had 
gone with a certain claim, — that of printing his 
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TO VE. SAUNDKRS'S APPEAL. 7 

lectures ; having agreed to purchase the copyrighc 
of the Apprentice, in which they appeared by en- 
gagement — a copyright, as it will be seen, not yet 
paid for ; and the payment of which is withheld by 
a quibble. Mr. Fox, thus by a previous contract, 
introduced as a contributor, and naturally wishing 
to have decent company, gave him a letter to Mrs. 
Leman Gillies, and offered to procure contribution^ 
from Ebenezer Elliott. This I happen to know, 
because lately stating to Mr. Fox that we had in- 
troduced to the People's Journal all the writers of . 
established name up to a certain period but three / 
— himself, Mrs. Gillies, and Mr. Elliott — he burst ' 
into laughter, and said, '' And those two I intra- 
ducedf' [ 

This, then, was the sum total of Mr. Saunders's ^ 
material for a popular journal when he came to us. 
I candidly told him that I was preparing for such a 
work myself, as soon as my engagement for ^*- The 
Homes and Haunts of the Poets " was completed ; 
and that Dr. Smiles was to join me ; but that the 
world was wide, the cause of the people was of all 
causes the dearest to me, and I would give him all 
the aid I could. At the moment I am writing thisi, 
comes in a note from Dr. Smiles, in imswer to a 
question put to him since I have seen Mr. Saunders's 
Appeal. The prompt and straightforward note, 
which I give verbatim et litereUim, is characteristic 
of its esteemed writer. 

Leeds, 24th February, 1847. 
My Dear Sir, 
Nothing can be more tme than that you and I had projected, 
some years ago, a Journal to advocate more thoroughly than 
any then exbting, the cause of Popular Progress. This formed 
one of the principal topics of our conversation when I saw you 
in London, in May, 1845. But your literary engagements hav- 
ing delayed the execution of the project, about the end of that 
^year I entered into arraogements here of another kind. So 
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well aware was I, however, of your intention to carry out yonr 
views, that on the announcement of the People's Journal, 
among the prominent contributors to which I found mentioned 
your name and that of Mrs. Howitt, I at once concluded this to 
be the Journal so long contemplated by you, and at once wrote 
— I believe before the publication of the first number— con- 
gratulating you on the name you had selected for it, and 
cordially wishing it success. 

It is the least that I can do, in return for your numeroos 
kindness to me, to make this brief statement of facts. 

Yours very truly and sincerely, 
S. Smiles. 

W. Howitt, Esq. 

The aid required, and thus offered, turned out to 
be everything. Mrs. Howitt and myself at once 
named to him what was necessary for him to do ; 
and wrote, not to << half a dozen " persons, but to 
some dozens, and gave him the names of many oth- 
ers, with the liberty to use ours. I gave him a note 
to Mr. John Darton, of Holborn Hill, as a gentleman 
better acquainted with the proper bookselling agents 
all over the country than any man I knew ; and 
Mr. Darton furnished him with the names of these, 
and even with that of Mr. West, who has ever since 
been employed by the Journal to collect advertise- 
ments, etc. Mr. Darton can testify this. 

I introduced him to Mr. Bennett, of the New York 
Herald, to give him the names of the best agents in 
America ; and the agents he recommended are still 
the agents of the Journal. We wrote, not to two 
authors, but to those whose names have been so 
much paraded by Mr. Saunders on vans, on huge 
posters, on the wooden walls of old England all over 
the kingdom; viz. Miss Bremer, Anderson, Miss 
Mitford, Miss Martineau, Barry Cornwall, Dr. Bow* 
ring, M. P., Ferdinand Freiligrath, R. H. 'Home, 
Dr. Smiles, Mr. Chorley, Dr. Hodgson, Mrs. Child, 
and Mrs. Lee, of America, and a host of others, too 
well recollected in that connexion to repeat. Mr. 
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Saunders knew pretty well the influence of those 
names ; he made good use of them. They were a 
ladder of names, which till then he never hoped to 
climb. They made him giddy, and he has since 
tried to kick this ladder down. In a letter of April 
23d, 1846, however, he asks, fondly, "Shall we 
be able to make a dash on our part cover with the 
announcements of Miss Martineau, Miss Mitford, 
Barry Cornwall ? If Mr. Chorley consents to write, 
as I hope he will," etc. 

Ah, good man ! in those days he was a little, 
seedy, cadaverous, and very humble body, ready 
for all the crumbs of good luck that the " docident " 
of a connexion which astonished him, was likely to 
drop into his mouth. And whence came it that the 
other good names which he enumerates were after- 
wards added ? It was from the sudden eclat which 
the appearance on the pages of the Journal of this 
brilliant constellation of names, introduced by us, 
created. It was the direct, and natural, and inevit- 
able consequence. I say it, then, and I say it fear- 
less of contradiction in the minds of any intelligent 
people, that they were William and Mart Howitt 

WHO REALLY AND ACTUALLY FOUNDED THE PeOPLE's 

Journal. Without this, there can be nd question 
that it would have followed all Mr. Saunders's other 
speculations, and died a ispeedy, a natural, yet, to 
various stationers, and printers, a violent death. 

And what if Mr. Saunders now turn round and 
say, " Did I seek you ? Did not you thrust your- 
selves upon me ? " That is not the first time. This 
is but one of several editions of the same proceeding. 
There was a former affair — an affair of the Messrs. 
Stevens, of Bell-yard, Temple-bar, of which I shall 
have to speak anon ; and when the Messrs. Stevens 
had been drawn in to a terrible loss into that unfor- 
tunate publication — " Saunders's Political Reform- 
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ers '' — what did John Saunders tell them to comfort 
them ? I quote now from a letter of John Saunders, 
addressed to Mr. Valentine Stevens in 1841 : — 
" When I came up to London in 1837, I had not 
even heard of the name of Stevens and Pardon. I 
did not apply to Stevens and Pardon to join me with 
the 'Reformers.' I had not the slightest notion of 
making any such arrangements. How then did we 
meet ? " etc. 

Compare this with the statement on p. 4 of Mr. 
Saunders's Appeal. It is a fac-simile. It is the old 
scene over again. John has held out his bait, the 
gudgeons have bitten, and now he jerks the hook 
in the gills, and says, " Who asked you to come ? " 
William and Mary Howitt now, as Messrs. Stevens 
and Pardon before, are anxiously thrusting them- 
selves into Mr. Saunders's company, and most Eldo- 
rado schemes. 

This has, as I now too late have learned, been 
the Saunders plan of acting for years ; for the affair 
of the People's Journal is, from beginning to end, 
but an exact repetition of the like speculations, all 
terminating in the same result, a severe loss to the 
parties engaged in them. I learn this from Mr. 
Saunders's own letter in my possession. The 
Messrs. Stevens assured me that they retired from 
their connexion at the end of eighteen months 
7000i minus ; and had I allowed the present con- 
cern to have gone on unquestioned, there is no doubt 
that the result would have been the same. Instead 
of retiring upwards of 2000Z. worse for my adven- 
ture, I should have retired a ruined man. My solic- 
itors were prepared to show to the arbitrators, on 
the actual agreements of publishers, that I and Mrs. 
Howitt had sacrificed, in the twelve months devoted 
to the People's Journal, upwards of that sum, inde- 
pendent of the cash paid in. 
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But what were the simple facts as to our joining 
the People's Journal ? We had given our names 
and influence. From the very first number these 
were connected with it. The letters we had writ- 
ten to difierent parts of the kingdom had strength- 
ened the impression that Mr. Saunders was only the 
editor ; that the concern was ours. On our name 

AND INFLUENCE, UNQ.UESTIONABLY, THE JoURNAL ROSE. 

No one knew this better than John Saunders, and 
then came his disclosure. Mr. Saunders opened his 
mind to us. " He had begun without a shilling, 
and all that his partner could raise was 600t, when 
the cost was nearly lOOZ. a week. What were they 
to do ? " 

The inference was obvious : if we did not step in 
and save the Journal, it was lost to the people ; to 
save the Journal we did step in, and with a mischief 
to ourselves. Before, however, the arrangements 
were complete, Mr. Turrell had managed to borrow 
300i more ; and to this 800/. I engaged to throw in 
800/. more, and then to advance by equal instal- 
ments with them so long as advances were neces- 
sary. Once in, I became speedily conscious of having 
made a fatal step ; nay, so strong were those in- 
stinctive presentiments which are so often sent to 
us in vain, that ere signing, I went one day to the 
office and announced to Mr. Saunders my firm re- 
solve to renounce the idea of the connexion. Had 
I maintained that resolve all would have been well ; 
but Mrs. Howitfdid not partake of my fears ; and 
accustomed to rely on her judgment, generally most 
sound and accurate, I allowed her to make that 
move which Mr. Saunders records at p. 7. But if 
this was an unfortunate movement, I had soon to 
blame myself for a more foolish one. I signed the 
Deed of Partnership under circumstances which 
every prudent person must condemn. When I went 
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to do this on the day on which all the books of the 
concern were promised to be in order, so as to give 
me a clear view of the state of the affairs, I found 
only a sort of balance-sheet. There were no books 
ready. I declined to sign, but here I was assured 
that the books were in preparation^ but that hurry 
of business had prevented their perfect completion ; 
that, however, this balance-sheet might be relied 
upon as faithful, and that the books should be posi- 
tively ready in a week. 

I still declined ; but I was significantly reminded, 
that a considerable time had elapsed in preparing the 
agreement, that the money was pressingly wanted ; 
and it was hinted that I was holding back to delay 
payment. A natural pride prevailed. I would not 
have it thought that such a motive could influence 
me ; I signed on the pledge being renewed that the 
books should be forthwith ready, and gave a cheque 
on the spot for £300. 

The books were n^er ready f From that moment 
the end of our connexion was begun. It is true 
that we never could have agreed regarding the liter- 
ary matters ; but, had that not been the case, the 
financial affairs must as soon and as certainly have 
brought me to a determined stand. Mr. Saunders 
has given the clause which empowered me to write 
to distinguished authors, and to ensure the unmuti- 
lated insertion of their articles. I did not ensure it. 
This obscure individual fell ruthlessly on the con- 
tributions of some of the first people in the literary 
world. He dismissed one because he would not 
submit to it. The consequence was certain. We, 
who had invited them on the faith and on the assu- 
rance given to us that their articles should go in un- 
questioned, were instantly appealed to by the indig- 
nant writers ; indignant at that mutilation of their 
proofs by a man unknown, which no editor of the 
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highest emiaence had ever . attempted, or would 
think of attempting, " John-a-Nokes we know, and 
John-a-Styles we know," said they, " but John-a- 
Saunders we never heard of, and refuse to submit to 
his mangling shears." The dilemma was a fatal 
oae; — John-a-Saunders was desperate to do edito- 
rial deeds, and we warned the justly incensed par- 
ties that we had no power with such a man to 
protect them ; and then that circumstance occurred 
of which Mr. Saunders makes so much ; — I refused 
to invite any more contributors. 

It is needless to go into these details. . We took 
counsel's opinion upon them, and have it. It is, 
that Mr. Saimders had most palpably overstepped 
his powers and broken the agreement. But far 
graver matters than the literary ones were in pro- 
gress. The affairs of the editorship, it would be 
easy to show, were most grossly neglected ; but we 
may pass that. Mr. Saunders had n^ver fulfilled his 
promise to have the books in readiness. He had 
never obeyed the 6th and 7th clauses of the Deed 
of Partnership, which provide that he should keep 
all proper books, and have all proper accounts well 
and duly kept, and open to the inspection of the 
partners every day, and at all hours of the day ; be- 
sides his being specially bound, once a month, to 
lay those books before the partners at a monthly 
meeting, in a complete state, so as to show the con- 
dition of the concern. There was, instead of a gen- 
eral ledger, the key to all other accounts, only a 
loose mass of papers which at any time might be 
lost or changed, and which were changed (I have 
specimens of this) when any objection was made to 
them, aiKi brought in a new form ! One of these 
also was lost when he produced the papers to the 
arbitration. 

Mr. Saunders states at p. 4 of his Appeal, that Mr- 
2 
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Turrell proved to the arbitrators, that I never on 
any one occasion objected to these loose papers. 
The minutes of the arbitration now in the hands of 
the umpire will prove very different matters. They 
will prove that Mr, Saunders asserted this, and 
was instantly reminded by the arbitrators that in 
his own written case laid before them, he had com- 
plained that I called his accounts '' a Phantasma^ 
goria,^^ On which Mr. Saunders made the singular 
statement, " Oh ! yes, he recollected. I never ob- 
jected to the accounts at the time, but always went 
away and wrote about them ! " 

But what did Mr. Turrell say ? This was one 
of the most singular scenes which came before the 
arbitrators ; a more humiliating one I never wit- 
nessed. It will, I am persuaded, be rembered by all 
who saw it while they live. Mr. Turrell was re- 
quested to retire while Mr. Saunders gave his evi- 
dence. The above was his evidence ; and on Mr. 
Turrell being called in, he was asked : 

" Did Mr. Howitt ever object to the state of the 
accounts, or to their being on loose papers ? " 

Mr. Turrell replied : " Oh, yes, he was always 
objecting — we could never satisfy him." 

*' Did Mr. Howitt call the accounts a Phantasma- 
goria ? " 

" Yes." 

" Why did he call them so ? What do you un- 
derstand by a Phantasmagoria? " 

Mr. Turrell. — " Oh, a — well a — oh, why a — 
/ fancy it means something moveable ! for Mr. 
Howitt was always calling them moveable state- 
ments I " 

Here there was much laughter among the arbi- 
trators, but between Messrs. Saunders and Turrell 
there passed most meaning looks ; of wrath on the 
one side, and confusion on the other. On quitting 
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the place, Mr. Robert Bell, my arbitrator, pressed 
my hand significantly, and said, " Oh ! only let 
these fellows be questioned separately, and won't 
they cut each other's throats magnificently ? " 

On this occasion, my afiirmation being required 
as a member of the Society of Friends, Mr. Saun- 
ders characteristically endeavored to evade the ne- 
cessity of putting his statements on oath by saying 
that he too had an objection to an oath, and would 
take the affirmation ! The object was too glaring, 
and his own referee, a barrister, gave him a sharp 
rebuke by saying, in a most severe tone, " Sir, you 
are not allowed by law ! " 

With loose papers instead of proper accounts on 
proper books • I was resolved not to be satisfied. 
Where is the man that would ? Mr. Saunders in- 
sisted that " figures were figures," a fact which I 
did not at all dispute, but must insist on having 
these figures on solid and proper books, I repudi- 
ated these loose papers ; refused to recognize them 
as accounts; and still these loose papers were 
brought, from the 4th of May, when I entered, till 
the commencement of September. Merchants and 
bankers to whom I have stated these facts, have 
said, " Why did you delay a moment ? Why did 
you not stop at once ? " My reply is, that had I 
done that Mr. Saunders would have said I was too 
rash, peremptory, and gave him no chance. I gave 
him every opportunity to introduce proper accounts ; 
it was in vain ; and I then stopped. Those loose 
papers are now posted into a quire of cap paper, 
and are in the hands of Messrs. Quilter and Ball, the 
accountants appointed by the arbitrators; a suffi- 
cient example of Mr. Saunders's mode of keeping 
the accounts of a partnership from January to 
September. 

In September, my determined resistance to this 
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State of things produced a book, called a Private 
Ledger, which, of course, professed to be a posted 
up summary of the accounts of the concern, and to 
give to the partners a view of the affairs of it. 
Such a book, i)erhaps, never was seen before. I 
have submitted it to various mercantile men, and it 
has excited universal astonishment. I have made 
a faithful fac-simile of it, tested by my solicitors, 
which is open to the inspection of any one who 
pleases. 

This book commences not in January, when the 
Journal began, nor in May, when I entered, but in 
September ; and the dates stand thus : — " To 
September 5th ; to February 5th ; November 16th 
[1845] ; February 19th ; September 5th ; June 5th ; 
July Uth; June 5th to July 10th; July 11th to 
September 6th ; August 7th and 31st j July 21st ; 
July 18th ; September 5th ; March 30th ! ! ! 

This was the general statement of the accounts 
of the concern ! The items — and very extraordi- 
nary items too — 50/. on one page, consisting of 
omnibus and cab fares, gifts, messengers, etc. j — 
these items did not succeed each other in date, as 
they must have done, if they were bon& fide ac- 
counts, posted up from a day-book, but went ramb- 
ling backwards and forwards in a most independent 
manner, from September to July, back to June, on 
again to August, back to July, and finally stuck 
fast in March, and stood still as in utter astonish- 
ment ! 

Mr. Saunders has said at p. 11 of his Appeal, that 
the accountants' report and balance-sheet are in my 
hands, and I could publish them,4f they condemned 
his accounts. They are also in his hands, for he 
demanded a copy, and we may well ask why he has 
not published them 7 He says, p. 14 of his Appeal : 
<^ The last vestiges of Mr. Hewitt's imputation on 
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these cash transactions of the People^s Journal^ 
have now disappeared ; his own witnesses, the ac- 
countants, having made their report to him, and 
that report containing not the smallest imputation 
upon these cash transactions." 

It should have been said, they have made their 
report to the arbitrators, not to me. And now, if 
their report and balance-sheet are such as Mr. Saun- 
ders could wish to refer to, why did he, on seeing 
them, implore us most piteously, before the umpire, 
to pledge ourselves not to publish them ? Yet this 
was the fact; and he would not consent to any 
terms of dissolution till we had agreed not to pub- 
lish the balance-sheet. What then says the ac- 
countants' report as to the general state of these 
accounts ? It is this — " The accounts of the con- \ 
cem have been kept in an imperfect and unsatisfao-i 
tory manner^ there being no proper system of book- 
keeping adopted to exhibit the pdsition of the affairs 
of the concern, and the relative position of the part- 
ners towards each other. ' 

" There appears to have been an attempt to ac- 
complish this by means of a private ledger ; but 
owing to its imperfect character, and its want qf 
connexion with the subsidiary books, on which it 
purports to be based, we have preferred, as the less 
troublesome course, to put that book out of consider- 
ation as one of accounts, and to raise a ledger found- 
ed on the original subsidiary books and documents, 
and information obtained from Mr. Saunders.^^ 

So much for the general state of the accounts. 
This was the very charge I had made against them. 
This is an exact fac-simile of the Stevens' case. 
The only books kept are by the warehousemen ; 
the only one pretended to be kept by Mr. Saunders 
— that which should be the key to the particulars — 
is declared by them to be no book of accounts at 
2* 
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all, and is thrown at once aside. They state that 
the only ledger was one containing exclusively ac- 
counts with the agents ; and that from all the books 
and documents together, they could not construct a 
connected balance-sheet : it was obliged to be eked 
out by verbal statements from Mr. Saunders ; and 
they properly add, "This would not hare been 
necessary, had the books been but even moderately 
, well kept.^^ But we have to come to the worst entry 
\on the Private Ledger, and we will then again re- 
vert to the accountants' report. 

On pages 15, 16, and 17 of this ledger, appeared 
entries of the property and investment of each part- 
ner in the Pec^le's Journal. It must be understood, 
that I had purchased half the concern, and that Mr. 
Saunders and Mr. Turrell had each a quarter. The 
entries stood thus : — 

15] Dr. Mr. Howitt. Or. 

1846 Two shares in the 1846 May 6, cash . . . JC300 



P. J iJSOO 

If more money be 
wanted, Mr. H. 
engages to begin 
with jET^OO. 



Jane 8, do. ... . 70 
16, do. ... . 130 

July 13, do 200 

(With contributions mak- 
ing a total of. . JC767) 



16] Dr. Edwin Turrkll. Cr» 

1846 One share in the i 1846 Cash, Nor. to Mar. J&500 

P. J., valued at JC800 > March 5, ditto ... 300 

17] Dr. John Saunders. Cr, 



1846 One share in the P. J., 

valued at ... . jC800 
Nov. 10 to May 2, 
cash agreed to be 
advanced and re- 
paid out of profits 133 



Share agreed to be con- 
veyed to J. S. as founder 
of the P. J. and valued 
at JC800 



Here then my two shares were put down at the 
very same value as the one share of each of the other 
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partners ; one of whom, to wit, Mr. Saunders, had 
never paid a shilling. This reduced the property to 
thirds, contrary to the Deed of Partnership, which 
clearly stated that the property consisted of four 
shares, two of which I had purchased ; and the two 
gentlemen stoutly asserted that it was quite right, 
producing the Deed, and laying their fingers on the 
preamble to the Deed, where it mentioned my prop' 
erty in general terms, as " t/ie share.^^ The words 
** the share,'^^ said they, " being very significant ; " 
the very clause staring them in the face which de- 
fined the particulars of this "share," being tv>o 
shares out of the four. Here it was entered, too, by 
Mr. Saunders, that 138Z. whicli he had helped him- 
self to out of the poor 800Z. his brother-in-law had put 
in, 300/. of which was borrowed, was agreed to be 
repaid by him out of profits. As I had never made 
any such agreement, but had fixed a salary for Mr. 
Saunders, as editor, I had struck this claim, when 
it was made, out of the draft of the Deed of Part- 
nership, as it constituted part of the 800/. agreed to 
be put in by Mr. Turrell, and if not paid back by 
Mr. Saunders, would leave Mr. TurrelPs investment 
but 662/. ; whereas my agreement was to put in as 
much as I found already in, and paid in according- 
ly. But, having struck this out of the agreement, 
here it was again entered on the book, in direct vi- 
olation of the agreement. I at once rejected the 
statement altogether, and called for the entries be- 
ing expunged from the book ; the Deed of Partner- 
ship clearly defining the division of the property. 
This was refused ; and I then demanded that we 
go together to Messrs. Turner, and submit the case 
to them. This was agreed to ; but as the brothers- 
in-law said it was not convenient to go then, it was 
agreed that they should name a day and hour, and 
I would attend and go with them. But what took 
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place ? The moment that my back was turned, 
John Saunders wrote to Mr. Alfred Turner, in the 
name of the partners, and sought to procure a false 
answer, by a false and ex parte statement, with the 
avowed purpose (I have it in a note of his) of mak- 
ing me "walked through the world a convicted 
slanderer." Mr. Turner very properly refused to 
give an opinion, and returned the note and state- 
ment to Mr. Saunders. These are both in my pos- 
session, and open to any one's inspection. What 
was my surprise now to find that Mr. Saunders, be- 
fore sending to Mr. Turner, had added another false 
item ! The statement now stood thus : — 



William Howitt. 


15] Dr. 

Two shares in the 

P. J JC800 

[If more money be 
wanted, Mr. H. en- 
gages to begin with 


Cash in various sums . . X700 
Contributions, &c. 


One share given for the 
800/. ; one for the assistance 
Mr. and Mrs. Howitt engage to 
render by every means in their 


^^^[This sentence may be pass- 
ed over without notice, as hav- 
ing no bearing on the questions 
now at issue.]* 


power. 





Now, would it be believed that every one of these 
entries — that is, of my having engaged to pay 200/. 
besides the 800Z., that is, to pay 1,000/. instead of 
800/. to equal the investment of 800/. already made 

* This is worth particular notice. Mr. Saunders was afraid 
Mr. Turner might look for evidence in the Deed of Partnership 
for my agreement to pay an extra 200/,, and, as he certainly 
could find none, might say so. The very question at issue was 
the truth of these statements. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO MR. Saunders's appeal. 21 

by Mr. Turrell, before we began to pay further and 
equal advances as they were needed : for this was 
what Mr. Saunders distinctly avowed on the occa- 
sion that I had agreed to do ; next, that I had re- 
ceived one share for money, and another for ser- 
vices ; and my having agreed to allow Mr. Saunders 
to refund out of profits, if they ever arose, the 138/. 
taken by him — were all pure fictions, gratuitous en- 
tries, without the slightest foundation in any agree- 
ment of mine, as the Report of Cluilter and Ball will 
presently prove ? 

But the flagrancy of this entry did not rest here. 
Enraged at the faithlessness of these men, who had 
agreed to go together with me to the solicitor, and 
who had thus endeavored to steal a march upon me, 
and *to procure by such means a false answer for 
such an avowed purpose, I went to the office to up- 
braid Mr. Saunders with this underhand proceed- 
ing, when I again got sight of this notorious ledger, 
and, to my still greater astonishment, found a third 
metamorphosis of the entry in question. The refu- 
sal of Mr. Turner had had its effect ; no verdict was 
to be procured from him to make me " walk through 
the world a convicted slanderer ;" and it now stood 
thus, as it appears to the present day : — 

15] Dr. William Howitt. 

1846. Two shares in the P. J. 

If more money he wanted, 
Mr. H. eng'ages to begin 

with 200/. . '> Valued at 1,600/. 

Oae share given for the ' 
800/. ; one for the assist- 
ance Mr. and Mrs, Howitt 
engage to render by every 
means in their power. 

Thus a third change had .been made, the pen put 
through the 800/., and 1,600/. entered as the value 
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of my shares, which, as I had not paid more than 
800/., as Messrs. Cluilter and Ball very truly state, 
debited me with a debt of 800L to the concern. 

And now what have Messrs. Cluilter and Ball, in 
the Report, said of this strange transaction ? Is it 
true that they " have not cast the smallest imputa- 
tion on these cash transactions ? " " Our atten- 
tion," say they in this Report, " has been particu- 
larly drawn to the entry in the account headed 
* William Howitt,' in the private ledger, by which 
that party was debited with the sum of 1,600/." 
(The entry is then given as above.) " We have 
considered this entry , and have compared its state- 
ments with the terms of the agreement, and do not 
find it warranted thereby, except with respect to 
the number of shares apportioned to Mr. Howitt, 
namely, *two.' There appears nothing in the 
agreement to warrant the assertion that one share 
was given for 800L, and one for assistance ; nein 
ther do we find in the agreement that Mr. Hottf^ 
itt engages to begin with 2001. , if more m^oney was 
required.'^ 

Here there is the most distinct declaration on the 
part of the accountants, that Mr. Saunders's entries 
were just what I had declared them to be, perfectly 
gratuitous. That Mr. Saunders was far from be- 
lieving that this statement exonerated him from 
my charge of dishonesty, was immediately proved 
by his going to Messrs. Cluilter and Ball, and try- 
ing, by alL means and representations in his power, 
to get them to alter this part of their report ; be- 
cause he had pledged himself to the public to show 
in this report that I had charged him falsely, and 
hence his ground had so completely failed him, 
that he was obliged from week to week to postpone 
his promised statement. Messrs. Cluilter and Ball 
apprised my solicitors of this call and demand of 
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Mr. Saunders, and Mr. Child and myself waited on 
them, and once more with Mr. Ball examined that 
entry and the agreement ; the result was, that the 
accountants not only confirmed their report, but ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Saunders, of which they 
furnished us with a copy, refusing to see Mr. Saun- 
ders again, at any time, except in my presence. 

There was one point in the entry, on which 
they had not been very explicit. They had simply 
stated, that they treated the \38l. taken by Mr. 
Saunders as a debt to the concern. That it was 
a debt to the concern there was no question ; the 
question was, had the accountants found any evi- 
dence of any agreement on my part, to allow him 
to pay it out of profits, as stated in the entry? 
They replied — " Not a tittle of such evidence 
Had they called on Mr. .Saunders, as they were 
bound, to produce evidence for every one of these 
statements ; and had he, as he was bound, pro- 
duced it ? They replied, "They had so called on 
him, and he had not been able to produce the 
slightest evidence for any one of them." They 
asserted that it was their business only to state 
the /ac^5 they found on the books ; it was the busi- 
ness of the lawyers to pronounce on the nature of 
these facts. 

On this matter my solicitors had already given 
their own opinion, which is as follows: — 

The extract from the private ledger appears to us to be ex- 
tremely erroneous, and such as no accouniant could for a mo- 
ment sanction. We should advise you to require its immediate 
rectification. Wire & Child. 

Oct. 1846. 

They had also taken counsel's opinion on this 
entry, and here it is. 

I am decidedly of opinion that, for the protection of his in- 
terests, Mr. Howitt is bound to require the complete removal 
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fbom any booka of the {xartnership of any statement of the 
partnership property at all inconsistent with the agreement. 
Nothing can be more clear than that such provisions are falsi- 
fied by the statement of account submitted in the case, and that 
a settlement of the parnership accounts on such a statement 
would be most fraudulent towards Mr. Howitt. By the agree- 
ment, it is plain that the latter is entitled to half the profits, and 
the repayment of any capital he may have advanced — at pres- 
ent it seems about 800/. Mr. Turrell is entitled to one-fourth 
of the profits, and the repayment of his capital of 800/ ; and 
Mr. Saunders has a claim for one-fourth of the profits, but ao\ 
having advanced any capital, has none to be repaid. I cannot 
discover anything in the agreement which entitles Mr. Saunders 
to anything beyond one-fourth of the profits ; and any form of 
account, therefore, which represents him as having a claim for 
800/. as capital, equally with the other partners, is fraudulent 
in its effect on their interests. 

If recourse be not had to the provisions of the agreement for 
the settling of any matters as to which a difference of view 
may arise among the partners, I think Mr. Howitt can only pro- 
tect his interests by filing a Bill in Equity. 

B. BOOTHIY, 

I7ih Oct. 1846. Sergeant's Inn, Temple. 

But to put the matter past a doubt, as to the 
nature of such entries on a partnership book, I had 
long before resolved not only to have legal, but 
mercantile and bankers' opinions upon these entries. 
I consulted them on the nature of my situation, and 
every one had but one thing to say, "Cut that 
connexion as fast as possible." From Messrs. Gur- 
neys I received a letter to their accountants, re- 
questing them as a personal favor to do all they 
could to extricate me from this perilous position. I 
submitted, not insinuations, as Mr. Saunders would 
insinuate, but the agreement and the entry on the 
private ledger, only stating what changes had been 
made in the entry. From the chief manager of one 
of the most eminent Banks in the City, a gentle- 
man of fifty years' experience in business, and of 
highest character, I received this note. 
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Pkar Sir, Oct. Q7ih, 1846. 

I have read the clause of your agreement, defining the diri* 
sion of the property of the People's Journal, and I have exam- 
ined the entries regarding the same property, in folios 15, 16, 
and 17, of your private ledger. The entries are neither based 
on a journal or cash book. It would be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to conceive that these false entries could have been made 
through ignorance, or with any other view than the fraudulent 
one of attempting to reduce your two shares to the value of the 
one share of each of the other parties. These entries were after- 
wards altered, to submit to the solicitor ; but when so altered, 
they are still inaccurate. 

I can only further say, that I regard such erasures and alter- 
ations of entries in the ledger of a partnership as very alarming, 
and demanding your immediate and serious attention ; and if 
the party will not immediately execute a proper bond of arbitra- 
tion, and allow you or your agent to enter into the immediate 
management of all the concerns of the paper, an injunction 
should be obtained instanter. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 
To William Howitt, Esq, 

This letter can be seen by any respectable per- 
son. I do not print the writer's name, because the 
advice was given for my private guidance. 

Here, then, we have the opinions of counsel, of 
bankers, and of the accountants appointed. They 
speak decisively enough. Mr. Saunders quotes an 
opinion of Mr. Turner, but Mr. Turner in a letter 
to me says, " I gave my opinion according to the 
case submitted me." And in another letter he 
says, "If the entry was in the language of the 
agreement, it could not be false or fraudulent." And 
he adds, " If Mr. Saunders considered your shares 
as only of the same value as his own or Mr. Tur- 
rell's, I presume he did so in the langUE^e of the 
agreement, September 16." Now it has been shown 
that it is not in the language of tlie agreement ; and 
Mr. Turner should have referred to the agreement, 
and not given an opinion upon a case submitted to 
him without such reference. Both the accountants, 
3 
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the legal counsel, and the banker quoted, show that 
there is no agreement whatever for such entries. 

There needed nothing further than such entries, 
such ready alterations of them, and such advice 
from the most eminent and experienced men, to 
warn me to get out of that connexion as fast as 
possible. But, as stated in my circular, and quoted 
by Mr. Saunders at page 9 of his Appeal, '* further 
circumstances came to light, which rendered it im- 
peratively necessary to do so." They were these. 

There could be no longer a doubt into what 
company I had fallen. I felt it necessary to learn 
something now of Mr. Saunders's previous career. 
His reference on our joining had been to Mr. 
Charles Knight, whose highly respectable name 
had entirely laid asleep suspicion ; but, fortunately 
for Mr. Knight, he had never stood in any other 
relation to John Saunders than that of employer 
and paymaster. I now commenced that rigid in- 
quiry which I should have made earlier, and found 
that Mr. Saunders was a bankrupt in 1838, and was 
for a long time denied his certificate from not being 
able to give a satisfactory account of his transac- 
tions. 1 was referred to Mr. Hodgson, the auction- 
eer, at the corner of Chancery-lane, Fleet-street, 
where I saw what the clerk called "a beggarly 
account of empty boxes," in the bill of the bank- 
rupt's effects. By Mr. Hodgson I was referred to 
Mr. Valentine Stevens, and Mr. William Stevens, 
brothers, of Bell-yard, Temple-bar, as the chief 
sufferers in the bankruptcy. 

What I learned there filled me with the utmost 
consternation. It appeared that the affairs of '* Saun- 
ders's Political Rejformers" had run exactly the 
same career as those of the People's Journal were 
now running. There was the same perpetual flour- 
ish of trumpets to the public and to the creditors of 
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its wonderful success ; the same enormous drain of 
private expenditure and no obvious returns. In 
eighteen months it had, I was assured, plunged the 
creditors into a loss of 10,000/., of which Messrs. 
Valentine and William Stevens, — the latter now 
printer of Douglas Jerrold's Newspaper, — came in 
for about 7,000t The brothers gave me a de- 
scription of their transactions with Mr. Saunders so 
extremely like my own, as filled me with horror. 
I learned from them that Mr. Turreli, the holder of 
one-quarter share of the Journal, was actually the 
man who struck the docket against Saunders, on 
the plea of having cashed him a bill. They offer- 
ed to do everything in their power to assist me to 
extricate myself, which Mr. Valentine Stevens re- 
iterated in this note. 

26, Bell Yard, Lincoln's Inn, 
Dear Sir, 12/A December, 1846. 

It will afford me mach satisfaction, if I can serve the object 
you have in view, by attending the arbitration, to give answers 
to any questions, so far as my connexion with John Saunders 
went As one of the trade assignees under his bankruptcy, I 
was enabled, from being a very large creditor, to prevent his 
gettinff his certificate for (I think) between two and three years ; 
and when the new law came into operation, and he was enabled 
to apply to the commissioners to grant it, I opposed him, upon 
the ground, that no man should be let loose upon the public to 
carry on the same games that he had been doing, by which my- 
self and others were such great sufferers. He stated that he 
never meant to go into business again, but that being an uncer- 
tificated bankrupt, it militated much against him, in his literary 
character ; and upon these grounds alone I believe it was that 
Sir Charles F. Williams was induced to* grant him his certifi- 
cate. If I can be of any service, or my brother William (the 
printer) by attending on the arbitrators, we shall be happy to do 
ao, if you will please give us due notice. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 
William Howitt, Esq. V. Stevens. 

Mr. Stevens also put into my hands the very 
letter of Mr. Saunders, in which he implored his 
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certificate in 1841. This letter, open to the pemsal 
of any respectable person, confirms all that is stated 
in the above note. It confesses that he began the 
concern of the Popular Reformers without a shilling, 
as he began the People's Journal. He states, that 
to pay debts at Lincoln and transport his family to 
London, he had 75/. advanced by the Messrs. Ste- 
vens. It makes a full confession that, while he was 
running into enormous debts at the entire cost of 
his creditors, he kept no account of the disburse* 
ments. '* Consider how the accounts were found. 
Every farthing of receipts passed through my ware- 
houseman's hands, therefore the sum total of them 
is literally and exactly correct. Not so with the ex- 
penditure. / kept no record of that." 

It repeats the pledge not to go into business again. 
" / shall never enter business againJ^ This is 
under-lined in the original. Mr. Saunders then 
gives the reason why he let the thing run on for 
eighteen months, when it was from the first a tre- 
mendous loss, all of which must fall on the cred- 
itors, he having nothing. '< All my hopes for my 
family and myself were entirely bound up in the 
coucern ; the idea of saying to Messrs. Stevens and 
Pardon, and the other numerous creditors of the 
concern. You must put up with a loss, — was quite 
insupportable. 

Are these reasons why any man should go on 
swamping the capital of unsuspecting men, as long 
as they will let him, — for so long did Mr. Saunders 
go on ? This revelation of Mr. Saunders's princi- 
ple of action put wings to my desire to be at once 
clear of him. All his hopes for his wife and family 
were now bound up in the People's Journal, and it 
was evident that any one might be the victims for 
them that would. 

But Mr. Stevens expressed to me his firm con- 
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▼iction, from past experience, that John Saunders 
would never let his case come out before any arbi- 
tration ; and so it proved. By every art and sub- 
terfuge, he from day to day deferred the inquiry ; 
and after six months' most vexatious struggle to get 
his case out before the arbitrators, he contrived to 
get out of the arbitration altogether, by a plan 
which will be soon stated. 

He audaciously asserts that / threw obstructions 
in the way. There is nothing more coolly false, nor 
more capable of the fullest disproof. I appeal to 
Mr. Robert Bell, of the Atlas, a most highly hon- 
orable man, my referee, and Messrs. Wire and Child, 
my most honorable solicitors, in all of whose hands 
abundance of proofs lie, to show, if there be occa- 
sion, that from first to last I evinced every anxiety, 
and urged on all possible measures, to bring the 
arbitrators together, and the case before them. It 
was not, however, till I threatened immediately to 
file a bill in Chancery to dissolve the partnership, 
and sell up the Journal, that Mr. Saunders con- 
sented to let the arbitrators meet. At first he re- 
fused to have any bond of arbitration. The arbi- 
tration was demanded September 23d ; and on 
October I2th, he says in a note to Messrs. Wire and 
Child, on their calling on him to name his solicitor 
and settle the bond, "I know nothing — can recog- 
nise nothing about bonds of arbitration ; " refuses 
to name a solicitor, and tells them that if he de- 
clines answering any further application from them, 
they must not attribute it to any personal disrespect. 

This obstacle, however, being overruled by a di- 
rect application to his referee, the bond was drawn; 
but then commenced that series of dodgings and 
quibblings for which Mr. Saunders is more than for 
anything else remarkable. I had demanded the 
arbitration to settle various '^ matters in dispute re^ 
3» 
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garding the People's Journal, according to the agree^ 
ment made and promised." 

Those are the words of my demand. To this 
demand Mr. Saunders, to whom I delivered it in 
presence of my friend Mr. Prideaux, instantly copied 
my demand verbatim, and returned it to me, with 
this addition, that, as I had no^ named the particu- 
lar topics of arbitration, he now added these lines : 
'< To make sure that all shall be at once arbitrated 
upon.^' 

Would not any one, therefore, have supposed that 
Mr. Saunders was in earnest ? especially as by a 
technical stretch of the wording of the agreement 
he and his partner had got two referees to my one, 
contrary to the very spirit of an arbitration, and a 
fact which one of his own referees pronounced 
monstrous ? Yet, spite of all this show, and his 
advantageous tribunal, as I have stated — he dared 
not trust himself to the ordeal. As Mr. Stevens 
had foretold, he never would " come to the scratch," 
to use that gentleman's phrase. Having demanded 
that all subjects of difference should be arbitrated 
upon, he soon found there were some which should 
not be arbitrated upon, which he said the agreement 
provided should not be arbitrated upon. It was in 
vain to remind him that if so, these could not be 
arbitrated upon, for I had demanded that the agree- 
ment of partnership itself should be the basis of 
deliberation. The arbitrators should, in my own 
words, proceed "according to the agreement made 
and provided." It was in vain ; so far from letting 
the arbitrators go into the case, he would not allow 
them to meet and settle the bond. No ; till the 
bond was signed, they should not meet — and he 
would not sign the bond ! I importuned my referee 
with demands, that he should call on the arbitrators 
to meet, and consider whether there was anything 
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unreasonable in the bond. I wrote to them myself. 
It was useless, there was but one answer — Mr. 
Saunders refused their meeting till the bond was 
signed, and he would not sign. In this dilemma I 
agreed to refer the question of the fitness of the 
bond to Mr. Fox. Mr. Saunders consented. I went 
there, but instead of Mr. Saunders came his solic- 
itor, and rejected Mr. Pox's interference, and de- 
clared that even if an award was come to, which 
was imfavorable, he would set it aside. The day 
after, Mr. Fox wrote me a note containing this pas- 
sage. 

November 21, 1846. 
My Dear Sir, 

My own conviction is that there will never be an arbitration ; 
or that, should there be, his lawyer will take care it shall not 
be a final settlement. If any Cmirt of Law or Equity will give 
a remedy, in your place I would have recourse to it at once. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. J. Fox. 

I have reluctantly dragged the names of Mr. Fox 
and others into this dispute with Mr. Saunders, — * 
his previous statements have rendered it unavoida<» 
ble. 1 come now to state what sort of an award 
my solicitor talked of setting aside. It was no 
award of the arbitrators on any case before them, 
but it was said to the umpire, because he took a 
case sent by them to him, which was not before 
them, and which the umpire said at once was not 
before them ; and refused to act upon. 

All possibility of getting the arbitrators together 
failing, on Mr. Pox's suggestion I resolved to try 
Chancery, and sent the notice already mentioned by 
Mr. Bell, to the arbitrators. This brought them 
together. We had three meetings. At one we set- 
tled the bond, at the next read each our written 
case, which the arbitrators took as the whole case 
before them, and agreed that no fresh matter should 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



32 

be brought in. At the third we entered on my 
statement, the very first demand of which was for 
the appointment of an accountant. This was vio- 
lently opposed by Mr. Saunders. As he bad done 
by myself, he did now before the arbitrators ; — he 
refused all inquiry into the affairs of the Journal. 
This they at once overruled — and appointed Messrs. 
Cluilter and Ball. They being appointed, Mr. 
Saunders- as urgently required that they should be 
limited in their inquiries — alleging that they might 
see and state things most disadvantageous to the 
progress of the Journal. This was scouted with 
equal promptness by the arbitrators. He then as 
anxiously demanded that they should interdict me 
from beginning any other journal. They asserted 
that they had no power — there was nothing in the 
Deed of Partnership to prevent it — I was at full 
liberty to do as I pleased. 

It was at this meeting that the scene already de- 
scribed with Mr. Turrell and the Phantasmagoria 
occurred. Here, after three months' fruitless and 
vexatious delay, terminated the legitimate labor of 
the arbitration. They adjourned to receive the 
accountants' report. This was on the Saturday ; 
Mr. Saunders, on this day, swore solemnly that 
the books of the concern, which had been laid 
before me, were good and sufficient books, and 
everything that was necessary to give me a full and 
complete view of the state of the Journal's affairs. 
We have seen what the accountants say to that ; and 
I may add, that they assert also, that in consequence 
of the baldness of the books, they had to begin de 
novoj and call for all memoranda and vouchers, and 
construct a balance such as they could. On Monday 
following the Saturday on which Mr. Saunders 
swore to the goodness and sufficiency of his books, 
I accompanied Mr. Ball to take possession of those 
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books, and immediately on examining that remark- 
able Private Ledger of which so much has been 
said, he threw that aside, saying, "I throw that 
overboard at once; that is no authority." And 
what did Mr. Saunders reply to this abrupt dismis- 
sal of his only General Ledger ? '* I think you do 
right, sir : I thought of doing it myself. I give up 
my accounts. I only stand on my honesty ! " 

Did there need a fuller vindication of my deter- 
mination, to have a thorough, searching inquiry, 
even had the accountants not presented the fright- 
ful balance sheet, whose very horrors have pre- 
vented its publication ? But Mr. Saunders now 
pleaded that it had been want of time which had 
led him to keep such defective and extraordinary 
accounts. He could not, however, explain to us 
what greater time it demanded to put these ac- 
counts, such as they were, on solid books, instead 
of loose papers ; nor could he explain to us the 
astounding phenomenon of a man who had so re- 
cently been kept two and a half years out of his 
certificate for this very cause of not having kept a 
record of his expenditure, thus again so coolly as- 
suming the trust and management of the funds of 
a partnership, and repeating this very delinquency. 

But while waiting for the accountants' Report, 
the end of the year came, and it was necessary for 
me to commence my long-announced Journal with 
the new one. On this, Mr. Saunders ran open- 
mouthed to the arbitrators, insisting on their stop- 
ping me. As they could not do this, and had al- 
ready declared that they could not, they adopted 
the singular expedient of throwing the whole afiair 
upon the umpire ; and right glad, I have no doubt, 
to get rid of it. It was now that Mr. David Wire 
told the umpire, that if he could suppose him, an 
eminent and clear-headed barrister of Lincoln's Inn, 
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SO unprofessional as to take up a question not before 
the arbitrators, he would move to set the matter 
aside ; but there was no need. The learned coun- 
sel at once said : " What have these arbitrators been 
about ? Never was a case so barbarously sent up to 
me ; they have differed on no question before them, 
and have sent up a question that was not, and could 
not be, before them. As the question is not legiti- 
mately before me, therefore I caonot take it up; 
and as the arbitrators have put the matter out of 
their hands, they cannot take it back — there is an 
end of the arbitration ! " 

This being the case, no opposition was raised by 
me, as stated by Mr. Saunders. We took time to 
consider what course we should adopt, and all 
parties agreed to confine the question to a dissolu- 
tion, and that the umpire should draw the deed. 
At this time in came the accountants' Report, and 
at sight of the awful balance that it presented, Mr. 
Saunders most agonizingly implored us to con- 
sent to its not being published. We consented on 
the condition already stated that nothing should be 
published ; and the next day we all saw — Mr. 
Saunders's announcement in the newspapers of his 
determination to publish ! 

On this, my solicitors wrote to his solicitors and 
also to his umpire, stating that if Mr. Saunders per- 
sisted in publishing a statement of the case, we held 
ourselves absolved from the conditions entered into, 
and would publish everything. The umpire and 
his own solicitors made every possible protest against 
his proceeding, but in vain ; on which the umpire 
said, with a peculiar unction — " Then let him pub- 
lish, and go to the devil — as he will ! " 

Such is the case. The facts speak for them- 
selves — and that they are facts we are prepared to 
substantiate in any court, or to any respectable 
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person, on the most copious grounds. It remains 
only to notice one or two minor facts. It is scarcely 
worth while to remark, that Mr. Saunders's whole 
case is but one tissue of fabrications, which the 
evidence in our hands will at any' time completely 
and most easily show. That his statements of sug- 
gesting various articles, especially my " Letters on/ 
Labour," are quite as gratuitous and characteristic.X 
In a word, they are false. / 

A matter overlooked, when speaking of the ac-\ 
counts, is of much importance. It was found, that 
as 1 put my money into the concern, the other part- 
ners took it out. It has been shown to what extent 
Mr. Saunders appropriated the funds ; but the very 
first item found on the banking book, after I be- 
came a partner, was a payment of 50/. to a Mr. 
Pulsford — which being traced, turned out to be no 
creditor of the Journal's, but one of Mr. Turrell's ! 
Whether this money was ever repaid, or to what 
extent this practice went, does not appear from the 
accountants' balance-sheet. That the cash, how- 
ever, was not lent to Mr. Turrell by name, but thus 
stood disguised under a stranger's, created a most 
suspicious appearance of thin'gs. 

Mr. Saunders states that I wanted to take his 
editorship, and that I asked the arbitration for that. 
It is equally true that I did not want to take it, and 
that I asked to have him superseded. I did this by 
the advice of my solicitors, and contrary to my own 
wish and judgment. From the first I protested 
against having anything to do with the editorship 
or management with such a man as Mr. Saunders 
in the concern. That no prospect of as much emol- 
ument, as I expected ruin from the Journal, should 
induce me to continue one day in that connexion 
longer than I could help. My solicitors know that 
I stated this to them from the first ; the arbitrators 
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know that I stated this explicitly at the very first 
meeting. This was declined ; but the next day, 
Dec. 3, Mr. Saunders's referee wrote to Messrs. 
Wire and Child, to say that the reason for not ac- 
cepting my proposal was the arbitrators' opinion of 
the want of power in the deed of arbitration. " I 
was afraid," says the referee, "from merely reading 
the deed that we should find ourselves without any 
efficient power of furthering the matter, and should 
have to leave the parties much where we found 
them, with nothing but a week or two's disagreea- 
ble discussion for our pains." 

They now proposed to entertain the idea ; but 
the bond was already signed without this power, and 
we proceeded. There, however, is proof enough, 
if it were wanted, of my clear meaning and resolve 
in this matter, to accept of nothing but a dissolu- 
tion. That I never would entertain the idea for a 
moment of continuing in the concern, as editor or 
otherwise, my solicitors will any time abundantly 
prove. All my measures were for as speedy a dis- 
solution as possible. The correspondence between 
my solicitors and the referees also shows this. But 
my solicitors contended that to obtain a fair disso- 
lution, we must first demand that the conditions 
of that agreement be fulfilled, one of which was, 
that if Mr. Saunders acted so as to incapacitate 
himself in any way for the proper management of 
the concern, he was to be superseded, and I was to 
take his place. This plan, they contended, the in- 
terests of the concern, as well as my own, demanded 
under the circumstances, till fair terms of dissolu- 
tion were arranged. That if I said I would retire, 
I was by the conditions of the agreement at once 
in the power of these men ; and they would proba- 
bly turn me out with the entire loss of all I had put 
in. This was what in fact they did ultimately at- 
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tempt. They coolly stated to the umpire, that I 
had so seriously damaged the sale of the Journal by 
the issue of my own, that I musj be content, nay 
glad, to get out without a shilling, and, in fact, 
without paying a large portion of the debt ; and 
this at the very time at which they were announc- 
ing to the public that the Journal was commercially 
established, and that its circulation never was so 
great. John Saunders talks of my receiving a large 
share of property in the Journal. I have paid much, 
and received nothing. I retire with a heavy loss. 

While this is going through the press, the follow- 
ing letter has been sent in ; and as I know it to be 
true, I at once give it a place, as a corroborative 
evidence of the necessity of breaking by any means 
out of a connexion where such double-dealing is 
daily practised. I will only premise, that a litho- 
graphed circular to the trade, issued from the Peo^ 
pie's Journal Office by the proprietors some months 
ago states, — " We never print less than 20,000 
weekly; occasionally 30,000, 35,000, and 40,000; 
and are now reprinting the work.*^ (Underlined in 
the original.) 

Fdf. UQth, 1847. 
Sir, — I see by the Daily News of this morning, that you are 
about to publish a reply to Mr. Saunders's Appeal, relative to 
your connexion with the '* People's Journal ; " and although 
personally unacquainted with you, I am induced to state my ex- 
perience of Mr. Saunders, in * the belief that the evidence will 
be condnciye to the development of truth ; for the additional 
testimony of an unbiassed person cannot be without its weight 
in setting yon ri^ht before that tribunal to which Mr. Saunders 
has appealed. I also am mixed up in this affair of the *' Peo- 
ple's Journal ; " my experience of Mr. Saunders is precisely 
that which, from the extracts from your letters given in Mr. 
Saunders's Appeal, yon appear to have expressed ; and I would 
desire to call the attention of Mr. Fox and those other able and 
honorable men who have raised the '* People's Journal " to its 
present position, to the following facts, which T challenge Mr. 
Saunders to controvert. 
4 
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I was the proprietor of the " Apprentice and Trades Weekly 
Register," in which Mr. Fox's lectures first appeared, and I 
sold the work to Mr. Saanders for a nominal sum, to transform 
into the " People^s Journal,^' * under agreement that when the 
new work had attained a circulation of 15,000, which was esti- 
mated to be the paying point, a sum of 50/. should be paid to 
me, and a . further sum of 50/. when the circulation reached 
16,000. Mr. Saunders gave me to understand that he had but 
a limited sum, — I think 500/. — supplied by Mr. Turrell to give 
the project a trial, and that unless very speedily successful, it 
would be ffiven up altogether, and I was led to expect that the 
sum payable to me would either be paid in a few weeks or 
months, or that the undertaking would be relinquished. I had 
power under the agreement to examine the books, but for six or 
eight months I contented myself with sending occasionally to 
ask Mr. Saunders the extent of the circulation ; and during this 
time, I had a letter from him intimating that he had found the 
work would not pay with a less circulation than 17,000, and 
that, as a measure of honesty, he must request me to postpone 
my claim until that circulation was reached ; for although 15,000 
was named in the agreement, and nothing was said therein 
about the paying point, that it was nevertheless understood by 
all parties that it was when the work paid, the money was to 
become payable, and that I ougHt not to take advantage of his 
mistake in fixing the paying point too low. I thought there 
was some reason in this demand, and should probably have ac- 
ceded to it, had I been satisfied in other respects ; but I began 
to have misgivings as to the exactitude of the alleged circula- 
tion, and could not resist the conviction that some juggle was 
being practised. I requested leave to inspect the books, as I 
had power to do under the agreement, but was refused ; and it 
was only after a lawyer had been called in, that the stipulated 
permission was accorded. Of the books, however, I could 
make nothing ; and foreseeing that I should be likely to have 
more trouble in the recovery of the money than the amount was 
worth, I announced my intention to sell the lien — or whatever 
else it was — held by me, for whatever it would fetch ; but you 
and Mrs. Howitt had become connected with the Journal, and I 
was deterred by the apprehension of damaging persons against 
whom I had no cause of complaint. That you should about the 
same time have experienced a want of ingenuousness, and have 
felt doubtful as to the books, is a coincidence which can admit 
of but one explanation. 

At page 11 of Mr. Saunders's ** Appeal," it appears that he 

^ It appears, then, that Mr. Saanders had not even the merit of pro- 
jecting tne Journal. 
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and Mr. Turrell pat the following question to Mr. Turner : — 
"Will you look at the accompanying transcript of certain en- 
tries in our private ledger ; if inaccurate, does the inaccuracy 
appear to you intended, or calculated, to affect injuriously the 
just value of Mr. Howitt's shares?" To which Mr. Turner 
returns the answer, that he does not consider they would have 
that tendency ; but Mr. Turner does not say that they were not 
intended or calculated to deceive somebody else, — and there 
were other people to be mystified. But, however this may be, 
it is at least certain that Mr. Saunders entered into an agree- 
ment with me containing the following stipulation : — " That if 
the said circulation or sale of the said publication, either under 
its present or any other title, shall amount in any one month 
{after the first month) to 15,000 copies of each of the numbers 
published in that month, including monthly parts, then in such 
case, they, the said John Saunders and Edwin Turrell, or one 
of them, will immediately afterwards pay or cause to be paid 
unto the said John Bourne, the sum of 50/., part of the said 
sum of 100/., and the remainder of the said sum of 100/., imme- 
diately after the sale or circulation of the said publication shall 
amount in any one month (after the first month) to 16,000 
copies of each of the numbers published in that month, includ- 
ing monthly parts." In the People's Journal for January 2d, 
there is the following announcement, signed by Mr. Saunders : 
— " With deep joy and unutterable thankfulness of heart do I 
now announce that the preliminary stage is accomplished — that 
the People's Journal is commercially established — its safety is 
permanently secured. In one short twelvemonth, 20,000 sub- 
scribers have attested their faith in it at home, whilst abroad it 
is rapidly and firmly rooting itself in the United States ; and its 
winged sheets — winged I hope, by love and faith — are flying 
hither and thither to so many different parts of the globe, that 
before long, there is a reasonable probability, that wherever the 
English language is spoken, there will the People^ s Journal 
be." In spite of his love and faith, however, Mr. Saunders 
still refuses to pay the 100/., the circulation not being yet up, 
as he maintains, to 15,000; and he stands in this dilemma, that 
he is either stating what is false to me, or is stating what is 
false to the public. In the numbers subsequent to the 2d of 
January, I see the circulation is said to have increased consider- 
ably beyond the amount then given ; so that, while Mr. Saun- 
ders tells the public that the circulation of his Journal is between 
twenty and thirty thousand, he assures me that it has not 
reached half the amount. Mr, Saunders is no doubt prepared 
with some quibble or other for the purpose of reconciling this 
discrepancy ; if so, let him state it, so that the public may be 
able to estimate its value ; and then let the Press and People to 
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whom Mn Saunders has appealed say what their judgtneDt 
must be of a man who rests his defence upon facility of preyari- 
catton. Quibbles wil] not answer when translated into t3rpe ; 
the press is not to be bamboozled when addressed respecting 
matters about which it is cenyersant ; and the public cannot 
retain its confidence in a person who endeayors to mislead it by 
an inoendo. I purpose, howeyer, to apply to Chancery to 
appoint a receiver to the People's Journal, whereby the true 
circulation will become ascertainable, provided you are suffici- 
ently clear of the undertaking to prevent inconvenience result- 
ing to you ; for I see no other way of cutting through the pres- 
ent knot of complications. 

I am Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. HowiTT, Esq. J. Bourne. 

The disclosures made by these remarks would be 
far from complete, if I did not present an interior 
view of that prison-house out of which I have re- 
solved to break my way. It affords a curious con- 
trast to the assumed mildness of John Saunders 
before the public. 

Take a specimen. When it was necessary for me 
to copy the singular scrap-book, called a private 
ledger, it was the custom of Saunders Co send for 
Turrell, if he expected my coming ; and these two, 
who, like Pluck and Pike in Nicholas Nickleby, al- 
ways said and swore the same thing, would keep 
up a constant fire of the most insolent and taunting 
abuse during the whole time I remained copying. 
" Aha ! " they would ^ay ; " so you will resist us, 
will you ? Do you know that we are two to one, 
and can, and will, overrun you ? We'll let you see 
what you*ll get by thwarting us." I was, in fact, 
in a nest of three combined brothers-in-law. Tur- 
rell, the kind brother-in-law, who could strike a 
docket, when it was necessary, against his obliged 
brother and friend, Saunders ; and Bennett, in the 
shop, who was represented to me by Saunders as 
pat in there as a last resource, the family having had 
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immense trouble with him, and was on weekly 
wages. " He should go," said he, before I was in, 
" any day that I was dissatisfied with him." This 
man made notes, and kept up a spy system on all 
that I did and said at the office ; and was, I found, 
at last, in the regular habit of receiving and paying 
nearly all the money. 

Well, when Pluck did not expect me, and had 
not sent for Pike, he maintained the onslaught of 
insolence with equal pertinacity alone. The last 
day of my copying this remarkable book, witnessed 
this remarkable scene : — 

I sat down to copy ; Saunders sat down oppo- 
site in a high-backed chair. The table is a round 
one, standing on a central pillar, and therefore easily 
shook. I commenced writing ; he put his knee 
under the table and commenced shaking it — at the 
same time shrieking in a thin voice : — 

Saunders, "Are you going to be long ?" 

Myself. "Probably." 

Saunders. " Then I tell you I can't wait of you 
(again shaking the table), I have an engagement." 

Myself. " Very well, then go about it." 

Saunders. " No, Sir (violently shaking the table). 
No, Sir, I shall not leave these books about in my 
absence," (still wagging his knee under the table,) 

Myself (Drawing the table away from him, 
and he drawing his chair after it, and getting his 
knee under it again.) " Then stay : and be quiet." 

Saunders. " No, Sir, I shall not stay either, nor 
be quiet either (more violently agitating the table, 
to prevent my copying). I shall not stay." 

Myself " Very well then, go." 

Saunders. (Screaming wildly, and shaking the 
table still m^re fiercely.) "I tell you I won't stay — 
I mean, I won't go. I shall not trust you with the 
books." 

•4* 
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Myself, " Very well, either stay or go, just as 
you please. When I go I will lock the door, and 
give the key to Bennett j I should think you can 
trust him, when you trust him with all the money 
of the concern, and when you left him in full 
charge of the concern, when you thought we were 
gone to the North of Europe." 

Saunders, "No, Sir — I tell you, if you don't 
take yourself off. Sir, you'll soon find yourself in a 
very unpleasant situation." 

Myself, (Now roused to a pilch of stern indig- 
nation,) What do you mean ? do you mean that 
you will use violence — I should like to see that. 
I know my right and my duty. I am the chief 
proprietor of this concern. I know that it is very 
unpleasant to you, that I should investigate the ac« 
counts ; but it must and shall be done, and I now 
tell you., Sir (striking wy hand on the table), that I 
will no longer tolerate this insolent interruption ; / 
will very soon show you what / can do, if you do 
not this moment desist ! " 

At this, the dastardly fellow quailed, and with- 
drew to the shop. 

The last occasion in which I entered that den of 
iniquity, except when I accompanied the accountant 
to take possession of the books, was on the day re- 
ferred to by Saunders at p. 14 of his Appeal. Our 
monthly meeting had always been at two o'clock in 
the day — our literary ones at ten in the morning* 
As usual, this day I attended at two o'clock, but 
Saunders and Turrell had anticipated the hour; 
had settled the books to their own satisfaction ; and 
Turrell was gone away. I remonstrated, but was 
told by Saunders, " that I was shirlcing it. — Ay, he 
knew why — yes, he knew why." I then requested 
to see the books — " No ! " I requested to see the 
month's circulation — " No ! " " Do you know," I 
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Bsked, '4hat you are bound to prodtiee the books at 
aU times and on all days ? " *' He did not care," 
he said — " he should not produce them. Turrell 
and he had audited them ; they were two to one, 
and would do as ttiey pleased." 

I opened the door to call Bennett, to witness that 
declaration, when to my surprise there he was 
standing at the key-hole, listening to our conversa*- 
tion. "Qh! ha! oh! did you call me ? " he said, 
in great confusion. " No, Sir, but as you are there, 
come in. I have demanded of Mr. Saunders the 
month's circulation ; he has refused to give it me ; 
I wish you to witness the refusal." I then repeated 
the demand in Bennett's presence. " Go away. Sir," 
exclaimed Saunders ; and Bennett was hurrying off. 
I seized him by the arm, and said, " Stay, you are 
the servant of the firm ; 1 command you to stay." 
" Go away, Bennett, I tell you," screamed Saun- 
ders. Bennett again attempted to get away. " You 
have heard me make the demand — you have seen 
that he does not comply ; that is enough, you can 
go," said I. 

As he disappeared, Saunders pushed to the door, 
and giving a sort of exultant skip, exclaimed, " Ay, 
but he did not hear me say it though ! " 

If there wanted a climax to the scenes I had wit- 
nessed in t^at hidden den, that was a most fitting 
one. I quitted the place instantly, and never en- 
tered it again alone. 

Such were the scenes through which, for weeks 
and months, I had to pass, in endeavoring to obtain 
a knowledge of the affairs of that concern. I ask 
any one, was that a species of treatment any re- 
spectable man ought to subject himself to for any 
purpose except for that of saving himself from 
threatened ruin ? I feel the degradation of it as 1 
write ; but I deserved it for blindly entering into so 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 

unequal a connexion, and I take it as the due pun- 
ishment. Such scenes were carried on before Mrs- 
Howitt ; there was not the slightest respect even to 
her presence. 

One circumstance extremely repugnant to my 
feelings was the discovery that Mr. Saunders sold 
the advocacy of popular movements in the Journal ; 
in other words, he bargained to advocate a cause 
if the promoters of it would take a certain quantity 
of copies of the Journal. Against such a practice I 
felt bound to protest most solemnly. Every good 
movement ought to be advocated on its own merits ; 
a bad one under no inducement whatever. The 
existence of such a practice alone, would have de- 
termined me to quit the concern. 

Equally odious and provocative of my resent- 
ment, was the discovery that a system of public 
imposition was pursued for the sake of procuring 
advertisements. At the very time that the state- 
ments laid before me privately were that the circu- 
lation of the Journal was about 14,000, and that of 
the monthly parts, as a part of that circulation, was 
6,500, printed circulars were distributed through 
the trade, and came repeatedly into my hands, that 
the circulation was 20,000, 30,000 and 40,000, and 
that of the monthly parts 10,000 ; and it was stated 
ihat the proprietors guaranteed the fact of that cir- 
culation / Thus, as the chief proprietor, I was made 
to guarantee a lie, and that to the public, for the 
base purpose of public imposition. Such practices, 
being totally opposed to every principle which has 
guided me through life, of themselves rendered my 
continuance in such a connexion impossible. I say 
with Homer: — 

** Who can think one thing and another tell, 
My soul detests him as Uie gates of hell." 

The reckless extravagance with which the con- 
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ocm was carried on, and that without any consul- 
tation with me, as the deed of partnership required, 
was most alarming. On examining the agents' 
ledger, when the books at length came into my 
haads, I found that four men had been out for many 
months travelling in different parts of the kingdom, 
at a total expense of at least 20L a week, or 1,000/. 
a year, in order to procure a circulation. One of 
these agents was discovered to have been drunk in 
Manchester six weeks continuously; and I after- 
wards received letters from Yorkshire, stating that 
he was drunk there. Of all this Mr. Saunders ap- 
peared totally unaware, showing with what utter 
carelessness the affairs were conducted by him. 
This was a scheme of agency which I fully con- 
ceded to him. 

It remains only to state, in conclusion, that since 
the starting of our Journal, the most active and un- 
scrupulous measures have been set on foot to under- 
mine, and, if possible, destroy it. The agents of 
the Journal, and the conductors of the press, have 
been written to, or visited in every part of the king- 
dom, and even in America. No stone has been left 
unturned. There have been the most industrious 
efforts made to prejudice all kinds of people, and 
the most intelligent and amiable. The falsest stories 
have been propagated ; agents have been attempted 
to be frightened from the sale of the Journal, by 
assurances of its being stopped by injunction, and 
their getting into trouble. Artists have been tam- 
pered with; bribes of a peculiar kind have been 
offered to agents and vendors ; and a person has 
been sent round the country, whose tongue, unre- 
strained by principle, as his life by moral integrity, 
has striven zealously to do every possible damage 
to this rising periodical. It is in vain. Success 
from the first hour has marked the progress of How- 
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itVs Journal, which no system of public delusion 
or private fraud shall disgrace. I only regret that, 
in spite of my earnest entreaties and endeavors, I 
have been compelled to enter into one more of those 
painful squabbles, which are the disgrace of litera- 
ture and literary men. 

WILLIAM HOWITT. 

Howitt's Journal Office, 
171 Strand. IVIarch 1, 1847. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digit zed by VjOOQIC 



Widener Ubrai 




3 2044 089 242 507 



